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INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC AND PRACTICAL CONFERENCE

35 YEARS OF THE STATE INDEPENDENCE OF THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN: Advancing and Strengthening Hydrometeorological Monitoring and Glacier Protection in the Context of Climate Change
______________________________________________________________________________
 

Date: 18 August 2026,
Venue: Hyatt Regency, 26/1 Ismoili Somoni Avenue
CONCEPT
Main Provisions
The International Scientific and Practical Conference entitled “35 Years of the State Independence of the Republic of Tajikistan: Advancing and Strengthening Hydrometeorological Monitoring and Glacier Protection in the Context of Climate Change” is being held to support the implementation of the state policy of the Republic of Tajikistan in the fields of hydrometeorology, climate change, environmental protection, sustainable use of water resources and cryosphere protection, as well as to strengthen international scientific and technical cooperation.
The conference is dedicated to the 35th anniversary of the State Independence of the Republic of Tajikistan and is intended to showcase the country’s achievements in the development of the hydrometeorological sector, the advancement of international initiatives on glacier protection, and the development of climate science.
The conference will serve as an international platform for constructive exchange among representatives of government bodies, scientific and educational institutions, international organizations, financial institutions, the expert community and development partners on improving hydrometeorological monitoring, advancing cryosphere research, introducing modern observation and forecasting technologies, strengthening resilience to climate risks, and enhancing international cooperation in the context of global climate change.
The conference is expected to result in practical recommendations for improving hydrometeorological monitoring, advancing scientific research, protecting glaciers, strengthening resilience to climate risks, and further developing international cooperation in the field of climate change. 


Introduction and Relevance of the Conference 

Climate change is one of the most serious global challenges of our time, significantly affecting the environment, water resources and the socio-economic development of countries. For the Republic of Tajikistan, where more than 93 percent of the territory is mountainous, the impacts of climate change are particularly acute.
This process is manifested in accelerated glacier melting, changes in the hydrometeorological regime, an increase in the frequency and intensity of hazardous hydrometeorological events, and growing climate risks for the population and key sectors of the economy.
The conference coincides with the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the hydrometeorological service of the Republic of Tajikistan. Over a century of activity, the hydrometeorological sector has become a key state institution in hydrometeorological monitoring, climate research, forecasting of hazardous natural phenomena and ensuring the country’s hydrometeorological security. It has made a significant contribution to sustainable socio-economic development, protection of water resources, disaster risk reduction and fulfilment of the Republic of Tajikistan’s international commitments under the global climate agenda. The 100th anniversary of the sector is an important milestone for reviewing achievements, presenting current advances and identifying priorities for its further development in the context of climate change.
The Republic of Tajikistan plays an important role in the formation of Central Asia’s water resources, with a significant share of the region’s water resources originating within the country. Glaciers and seasonal snow cover are their main sources. Under these conditions, the development of a modern hydrometeorological monitoring system, improvement of the observation network, introduction of innovative monitoring and forecasting technologies, and expansion of scientific research on the cryosphere are of particular importance.
Under the leadership of the Founder of Peace and National Unity - Leader of the Nation, President of the Republic of Tajikistan, His Excellency Emomali Rahmon, Tajikistan has initiated a number of international initiatives in the fields of water resources, climate change and glacier protection that have received broad support from the international community. The adoption of United Nations General Assembly resolutions proclaiming 2025 as the “International Year of Glaciers’ Preservation”, establishing “World Day for Glaciers”, and declaring the “Decade of Action for Cryospheric Sciences (2025-2034)” underscores the growing importance of scientific cooperation and joint action to protect the cryosphere.
The conference, dedicated to the 35th anniversary of the State Independence of the Republic of Tajikistan, will facilitate the exchange of knowledge and best practices, discussion of current challenges in hydrometeorology, climate change and glacier protection, and the development of joint practical solutions to advance hydrometeorological monitoring, strengthen climate resilience and enhance international cooperation in the context of global climate change.


Goal and Objectives
The main goal of the conference is to bring together the efforts of government bodies, the scientific community, international organizations, financial institutions and development partners to discuss current challenges and prospects in hydrometeorological monitoring, glacier protection and the adverse impacts of climate change. The conference also aims to exchange scientific knowledge and best practices, promote innovative technologies, strengthen international scientific and technical cooperation, and develop practical recommendations. The conference is expected to formulate scientifically grounded proposals and strengthen new partnership initiatives aimed at improving hydrometeorological monitoring and forecasting systems, advancing cryosphere research, increasing resilience to climate risks and contributing to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Objectives:
1. Presentation of the results of current scientific research, innovative developments and practical experience in hydrometeorological monitoring, climatology, cryosphere research and glacier protection.
2. Development of proposals to improve hydrometeorological observation, forecasting, climate services and early warning systems for hazardous hydrometeorological events through the use of modern technologies.
3. Identification of new priority areas for international scientific, technical and investment cooperation in hydrometeorology, climate change, glacier protection and the advancement of cryosphere research.
4. Promotion of partnerships among government bodies, scientific institutions, international organizations, financial institutions and the private sector for the implementation of joint scientific and infrastructure projects.
5. Preparation of the conference’s final recommendations, including proposals for the development of hydrometeorological monitoring, introduction of innovative technologies, strengthening of scientific capacity, glacier protection and increased resilience to the impacts of climate change.
Participants and Conference Languages
The conference is intended for representatives of government bodies, national hydrometeorological services, scientific and educational institutions, international and regional organizations, financial institutions, centres of excellence, the expert community, development partners, as well as specialists and practitioners in hydrometeorology, climate change, water resources, cryosphere research, disaster risk reduction and sustainable development.
The conference is expected to bring together representatives of relevant institutions from Central Asian states and other countries, as well as international organizations, including the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the United Nations, specialized agencies of the UN system, international financial institutions, research organizations and other international partners.
The International Scientific and Practical Conference will be conducted in Tajik, Russian and English, with simultaneous interpretation provided.
Event Format
The conference will be held in a hybrid format, with both in-person and online participation available.
Expected Conference Outcomes
The conference is expected to achieve the following outcomes:
1. Adoption of the conference’s final recommendations on the development of hydrometeorological monitoring, glacier protection and climate change adaptation.
2. Identification of priority areas for international scientific, technical and investment cooperation in hydrometeorology, cryosphere research and climate services.
3. Establishment of new partnerships and expansion of cooperation among government bodies, scientific institutions, international organizations and financial institutions.
4. Initiation of joint scientific, educational and technical projects aimed at developing monitoring and forecasting systems and protecting the cryosphere.
5. Preparation and dissemination of conference materials, including a collection of presentations, the final document and recommendations for the further implementation of joint initiatives.


AGENDA
	18 August 2026

	8:00 – 9:00
	Arrival and registration of participants

	Anniversary ceremony,
dedicated to the 35th anniversary of the State Independence of the Republic of Tajikistan

	9:00 – 10:25
	Part One (Opening of the Conference: Welcoming and Congratulatory Remarks)
Moderator: Hon. Qurbonzoda A.H., Director of the Agency for Hydrometeorology of the Committee for Environmental Protection under the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan
· Hon. Ziyozoda Sulaymon Rizoi - Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan
· Hon. Sheralizoda Bahodur Ahmadjon - Chairman of the Committee for Environmental Protection under the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan
· Hon. Qiyomzoda Zarafo Sufijon - Member of the Majlisi Namoyandagon of the Majlisi Oli of the Republic of Tajikistan
· Hon. Markus Dürst - Deputy Director of the Swiss Cooperation Office in the Republic of Tajikistan
· Hon. Kishvar Abdulalishoev - Chief Executive Officer of the Aga Khan Foundation (AKF) in Tajikistan
· Hon. Ko Sakamoto - Resident Representative of the Asian Development Bank in the Republic of Tajikistan
· Hon. Sudipto Mukherjee - Resident Representative of the United Nations Development Programme in Tajikistan
Part Two (Anniversary Programme and Award Ceremony)
Moderator: Ozod Mirshamsov, Head of the Control and Records Management Department, Agency for Hydrometeorology
· An awards ceremony for distinguished industry workers, as well as specialists who have made a significant contribution to its development;
· Group photo of participants

	10:25–11:00
	Coffee break

	Plenary Session: Current Challenges and Practical Solutions in Hydrometeorological Monitoring and Glacier Protection

	This session will address current challenges in hydrometeorological monitoring and glacier protection in the context of climate change, as well as practical approaches to improving the effectiveness of observation, forecasting and early warning systems. The discussion will present the latest scientific research results, innovative cryosphere monitoring technologies, experience in the use of Earth remote sensing, automated observation systems and digital platforms. It will also address strengthening international cooperation, developing scientific infrastructure, and coordinating efforts to protect glaciers and enhance the region’s climate resilience.

	11:00 – 12:00
	Moderator: Stanislav Makhmudov, Head of the Centre for Climate Change and Ozone Layer Studies, Agency for Hydrometeorology
· Kamoliddin Nazirzoda, Deputy Head of the Glaciology Centre, Agency for Hydrometeorology
Presentation: “State Programme for Cryosphere Research and Glacier Protection in Tajikistan for 2026-2034”
· Alemger Amangeldievich Kabdikadirov, Deputy Director of the Hydrometeorological Service Branch for Almaty City and Almaty Region, Republic of Kazakhstan
Question: Based on your international experience, how do you assess the current stage of establishment of this Centre, what organizational, financial, scientific and technical measures should be prioritized to enable its full operation, and what practical support can international organizations and development partners provide to this process?

· Gulnara Sheralievna Zhunushova, Head of the Glaciology and Avalanche Safety Department, Hydrometeorological Service under the Ministry of Emergency Situations of the Kyrgyz Republic
Question: What priority measures are being taken in the Kyrgyz Republic to improve monitoring of glaciers and related natural hazards, and which areas of regional cooperation in improving monitoring methods or developing early warning systems do you consider the most promising?

· Dilovarsho Dustzoda, Adviser to the Executive Director of the Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia
Question: What role does the Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia play in strengthening coordination among the countries of the region, mobilizing financing, and implementing joint projects to modernize hydrometeorological monitoring, study glaciers and enhance climate resilience in Central Asia?

· Russell Boals, International Consultant to the Asian Development Bank on Strengthening Community-Level Disaster Risk Management in Tajikistan
Question: Based on your international experience, how do you assess the current stage of establishment of this Centre, what organizational, financial, scientific and technical measures should be prioritized to enable its full operation, and what practical support can international organizations and development partners provide to this process?
(Discussion with participants - 10 minutes)

	12:00 – 13:00
	Parallel Session 1 (Brussels Hall): Reducing the Adverse Impacts of Climate Change: Key Pathways to Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
	Parallel Session 2 (Istanbul Hall): Glacier Protection and the Advancement of Cryosphere Research: Scientific Achievements, Monitoring and International Cooperation

	
	This parallel session will examine approaches to reducing the adverse impacts of climate change and their role in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. The session will address climate change adaptation, reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, development of a green economy, strengthening the resilience of key economic sectors, mobilizing investment and climate finance, applying innovative technologies, and promoting international and regional cooperation for the implementation of climate policy and sustainable development.
	This session will focus on glacier protection, the advancement of cryosphere research and their role in strengthening climate resilience. It will present the latest scientific research results, modern technologies for monitoring glaciers, the cryosphere and observation systems, as well as international experience in glacier protection and research. The session will also address strengthening scientific cooperation, data exchange and the implementation of joint initiatives to advance cryospheric sciences and climate change adaptation.

	
	Moderator: Jamila Baydulloyeva, Head of the Marketing and Development Centre, Agency for Hydrometeorology
· Major General Muhabbat Ibrohimzoda, Deputy Chairman of the Committee of Emergency Situations and Civil Defence under the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan
Presentation: «Strengthening Hydrometeorological Monitoring and Early Warning Systems as a Key Factor in Disaster Risk Reduction and Glacier Protection in Tajikistan in the Context of Climate Change»
· Sanginmurod Samiev, Head of the Air Quality Monitoring Department, Agency for Hydrometeorology
Presentation: «Atmospheric Air Quality Monitoring in the Context of Climate Change and Its Role in Protecting Public Health and Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals»
· Nomvar Qurbon, Candidate of Technical Sciences, Institute of Water Problems, Hydropower and Ecology, National Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan
Presentation: «Assessment of the Standard Deviation of Changes in Meteorological Conditions in Mountainous and Foothill Areas (Case Study of the Zarafshon River Basin»
· Biloli Alisher, Head of the Ozone Layer Study Section of the Center for Climate Change and Ozone Layer Studies of the Meteorological Agency
 Presentation: «Climate Change Adaptation and Strengthening the Resilience of Key Economic Sectors»
(Discussion with participants – 10 minutes)
	Moderator: Najib Yaminov, Disaster Risk Reduction Programme Manager, Aga Khan Foundation in Tajikistan
· Navruz Jurabekzoda, Head of the Glaciology Centre, Agency for Hydrometeorology
Presentation: «Development of the scientific field of the Hydrometeorological Agency in the 35 years of state independence of the Republic of Tajikistan»
· Vaysiddin Saidzoda, Deputy Director of the State Institution “Institute for the Study of Glaciers and Cryosphere”, National Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan
Presentation: «Resurch of glaciers and the cryosphere using modern technologies»
· Muslim Azimshoev, Senior Researcher Aga Khan Foundation in Tajikistan
Presentation: «Assessment of ecosystem changes based on remote sensing in mountainous regions of Tajikistan»
· Umed Komilov, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) in the Republic of Tajikistan
Presentation: «Strengthening regional cooperation in monitoring and protection of the cryosphere»
(Questions and Answers - 20 minutes)
Key Discussion Questions:
· What are the current trends in the state of glaciers and the cryosphere?
· Which technologies are most effective for monitoring and studying glacial and cryospheric processes?
· How can international cooperation in cryosphere research be strengthened?
· What measures are needed for glacier protection and sustainable water resources management?

	13:00 – 14:00
	Lunch break

	14:00 – 15:00
	Parallel Session 3 (Panel Discussion) (Brussels Hall): Global Challenges, National Solutions and International Partnerships in Hydrometeorology and Glacier Protection in the Context of Global Climate Change
	Parallel Session 4 (Istanbul Hall): The Role of Investment, Innovation and International Cooperation in the Development of the Hydrometeorological Sector in the Context of Climate Change and Ways to Address Existing Challenges

	
	This panel discussion will address global challenges related to climate change, the development of the hydrometeorological sector and the strengthening of national capacity in monitoring, forecasting and adaptation. Participants will exchange views on practical approaches to addressing climate-related challenges, developing international cooperation, attracting investment, sharing knowledge and technologies, and strengthening partnerships among states, international organizations and the scientific community to support sustainable development and enhance climate resilience.
	This parallel session will examine the role of investment, innovation and international cooperation in developing the hydrometeorological sector and protecting glaciers in the context of global climate change. It will address mobilization of financial resources, development of international partnerships, introduction of innovative technologies, expansion of scientific research, strengthening of institutional capacity, improvement of hydrometeorological monitoring and glacier protection, climate change adaptation, and enhancement of the region’s climate resilience.

	
	Moderator: Kamoliddin Nazirzoda, Deputy Head of the Glaciology Centre

· Jamila Baydulloyeva, Head of the Marketing and Development Centre, Agency for Hydrometeorology
Question: Which modern technologies and innovative solutions should be introduced to improve observation and forecasting systems?

· Nazrialo Sheralizoda, Director of the Research Institute for Environmental Protection, Climate Change and Ecosystems under the Committee for Environmental Protection
Question: What measures are needed to establish regional cooperation in hydrometeorological monitoring and the assessment of water resources under changing climatic conditions?

· Anvar Homidov, Head of the Department of Hydrometeorology and Climate Change, State Institution “Institute for the Study of Glaciers and Cryosphere”, National Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan
Question: Given the existing experience, how can regional cooperation in hydrometeorological monitoring, the development of early warning systems, and glacier protection be further strengthened?

· Sayfidin Sayfidinov, President of the KOICA Alumni Association
Question: Given KOICA’s contribution to professional capacity development and knowledge transfer, how can the KOICA alumni network contribute to strengthening hydrometeorological monitoring, developing sectoral expertise, and glacier protection?
	Moderator: Sattor Saidov, Climate change project manager (UNDP in Tajikistan)
· Vahdat Daykhudo, Chief Specialist, Department of Strategic Development and Quality Management, International University of Tourism and Entrepreneurship of Tajikistan.
Presentation: «The Role of the Republic of Tajikistan in Advancing Green Diplomacy amid Unprecedented Climate Change»
· Svetlana Jumaeva, Senior Specialist for Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Programmes, Swiss Cooperation Office in Tajikistan
Presentation: «Cryosphere Observation and Monitoring for Climate Change Adaptation in Tajikistan and Central Asia»
· Ganjina Fozilova, Representative of the Asian Development Bank in Tajikistan.
Presentation: «From Glaciers to Farmers: Opportunities and Prospects»
· Khurshedmo Aqnazarova, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
Presentation: «Glacier Protection and the Development of Cryosphere Research: Scientific Advances, Monitoring and International Cooperation within UNESCO’s GLOFCA and Cryosphere Initiatives»
(Questions and Answers - 15 minutes)
Key Discussion Questions:
· How can green diplomacy contribute to showcasing Tajikistan’s experience and achievements in water and climate action and to strengthening international cooperation? 
· Given the increasing climate-related risks in mountainous areas, how can cooperation between Tajikistan and Switzerland in cryosphere monitoring and disaster risk reduction contribute to developing effective early warning systems and timely decision-making? 
· How can investment in glacier monitoring and protection be linked to the needs of farmers and other water users, so that data serve not only research purposes but also support agricultural resilience and water security? 
· How can we move from national adaptation plans and strategies to coordinated regional action on hydrometeorological monitoring and glacier protection, including sustainable financing mechanisms, drawing on the experience of UNESCO projects? 

	15:00 – 15:20
	Coffee break

	Closing Session (Panel Discussion)
“From Session Outcomes to Concrete Actions”

	This panel discussion will summarize the outcomes of the four parallel sessions, identify the main unresolved issues and develop specific proposals for inclusion in the conference’s final recommendations. Speakers from the preceding sessions will present the main conclusions of the discussions and consider practical ways to implement them, the distribution of responsibilities among stakeholders, and opportunities for further cooperation.

	15:20 – 16:00
	Moderator:  Stanislav Makhmudov, Head of the Centre for Climate Change and Ozone Layer Studies, Agency for Hydrometeorology

· Jamila Baydulloyeva, Moderator of Parallel Session 1
Question: Your session addressed reducing the adverse impacts of climate change and the key pathways to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. Based on the discussion, which conclusions and priority measures should be included in the conference’s final recommendations?
· Najib Yaminov, Moderator of Parallel Session 2
Question: Your session addressed glacier protection and the advancement of cryosphere research. Based on the discussion, which conclusions and priority measures should be included in the conference’s final recommendations?
· Kamoliddin Nazirzoda, Moderator of Parallel Session 3
Question: Your session addressed global challenges, national solutions and international partnerships in hydrometeorology and glacier protection in the context of global climate change. Based on the discussion, which conclusions and priority measures should be included in the conference’s final recommendations?
· Sattor Saidov, Moderator of Parallel Session 4
Question: Your session discussed the role of investment, innovation, and international cooperation in the development of the hydrometeorology sector in the context of climate change and ways to address existing challenges. Based on the results of the discussion, what conclusions and priority measures should be included in the final recommendations of the conference?
· Stanislav Makhmudov, Head of the Centre for Climate Change and Ozone Layer Studies, Agency for Hydrometeorology
Review of the conference outcomes and adoption of the final recommendations
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